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Contact Us
A year ago we were shocked by fires on Table Mountain LEFPA Nelspruit

and the tragic loss of the Jagger Library at UCT. The ina
university has subsequently developed a conservation :

unit to assist with the ongoing recovery of their salvaged Ciifles. CLE 722 800
assets. Cell: 082566 2728
Fax: 086 515 3755
admin@lefpa.co.za

Do you have a recovery plan should the assets you have
worked so hard to build be destroyed by fire? That plan
begins with a risk assessment, protection and prevention.
You have already taken the most important step - LEFPA Permit Requests
membership. We are here to walk you through the steps Office: 013 752 6419
. needed to protect your assets. And if disaster strikes your 0860 66 34 73
property, we’'ll also be at your side.

International Firefighters Day was on the 4th May. We

% took time out to acknowledge the men and women who

= undertake the grimy, physically strenuous work day in and
day out, often putting their lives on the line while doing so. Ngiyabonga, dankie, thank
you. Until next time.

permit@lefpa.co.za

e s e mesnomecenms | 3€L1ING Back to Grassroots

past firefighters - both locally and internationally.

The Grasslands Society of Southern Africa publishes a quarterly
magazine available to members and subscribers. Edition 1 of 2022 has been released and we
recommend Grassroots as an interesting, educational read for everybody. We’ve included a link to the
issue below and recommend that anyone wanting to know more about the Society visit their website,
www.grassland.org.za. The magazine can be accessed on https://joom.ag/w1pd

Kylie Paul Living Her Dream

In May 2020, All Fired Up covered Team Juliet, the first all-female wildfire crew in Africa, on the fireline of the Noordhoek fires.
Team Juliet was led by Kylie Paul, a name not known in the wider community until in February 2022 Good Things Guy ran an
article on Kylie. What an extraordinary person Kylie is - a
South African we can all get behind and be proud of.

Kylie was the first woman from Africa invited to WTREX (a
women in fire training exchange) in the United States.
WTREX is dedicated to skills development for women fire-
fighters, and Kylie has joined a tour where she leads, mentors
and learns from the top female firefighters in the US. It’s worth
noting that Kylie had to raise $25 000 for WTREX in order to
attend. South Africa will benefit hugely from her dedication as
she’ll return as one of the most qualified wild fire firefighters in
the country.

Kylie is documenting her adventures on The Sentimental Fire-
" fighter, her Instagram account. Please follow and encourage
her.

Photo Credit: Kylie Eaul N I \vww.goodthingsguy.com/peopleffirefighting-hero-kylie-paul-
G NCH(ILISEL R hNelL R LAY finally-heads-to-usa-to-mentor-top-female-firefighters/



https://www.contacton.com/references/emailReply?onRN01=mnVFB1Q6MTmDqAxpbYPBZom6gBxCb2w0mog0B1Q6MT15MFkxgBxsb2d3R4WEO4k0M4mJqAxpbYP3Z9a6MGNN
mailto:admin@lefpa.co.za
https://www.instagram.com/thesentimentalfirefighter/
https://www.instagram.com/thesentimentalfirefighter/

Fires and Fencing - The Facts

Keeping fencing in good repair is an ongoing task for land-
owners. Needless to say, a fire on your property, whether
prescribed or wild, is a fence hazard and could lead to time
consuming and costly repairs and replacement.

Oklahoma State University studied the effects of fire on an
assortment of fencing types in grasslands and published a
fact sheet with their conclusions which can be read in full:

https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/fire-effects-
fencing.html

The studies covered barbed wire, wooden and steel fence
posts. In conclusion, the fact sheet reports:

“... there is no evidence that barbed wire or steel fence
posts are negatively affected by prescribed fire or wildfire in
grasslands. It should be noted that all of these studies were

conducted in tallgrass prairie with high fuel loads. Fires in Thle effec.t.sl off/ré or; l/vlés.t.ock fencing is a concer;i fc:llowmg wlildf/re:s,las -
tallgrass prairie release a tremendous amount of heat and well as before applying prescribed fire. There are many opinions and beliefs
energy, but these fires are wind-driven and move quickly, about what fire does to fencing materials.

not allowing temperatures to stay high for very long. These
studies did not look at fences that are not managed and overgrown with cedars and other trees. Many times, when these
unmanaged fences burn, they expose damages caused by neglect before the fire. Broken wires or wires that appear
stretched, are not due to fire, but trees growing through them.”

The conditions described fit many farms and parcels of land in South Africa, while barbed wire with wooden or steel fence
posts is commonly used here. It's interesting to note that fire on well-managed land with low fuel loads doesn’t affect these
fences, but we have further proof that there is no getting around the facts - fuel load management is key to fire protection
and prevention.

April Dam Levels

\ In Europe April is renowned for Spring
M PU MALAN GA ( AR showers but we generally see April here,
U

the start of Autumn, as the beginning of
our dry season. Not this year, however.

While the LEFPA Operational Area was
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Mpumalanga Provincial State of Dams on 2022-05-02 spared the devastating Kwa Zulu Natal
# Means latest available data floods that had us glued to our screens
watching in horror, we had above-average
FSC is full storage capacity in million cubic meters rainfall in Apl"ll
Dam | River Photo| Indicators| FSC_| This Week Last Week| Last Year i i
Bi‘,rderl\n.er;}.ourt Dam |Blyde River Photo }nd:cato"s 54.4 100.4 100.6 100.4 The SOUth Afl"lcan Weat.her.SerVIC.e
[Buffelskioof Dam  |Waterval River  |Photo |Indicators 5.3 100.3 | 100.5 100.3 (SAWS) predicts that this will continue
Da Gama Dam .Whnte Waters River |Photo .l_n_ggﬂ_s 136 | 100.3 100.3 99.8 throughout Autumn and Winter 2022
Driekoppies Dam Lomati River Photo (Indicators | 251.0 100.6 100.9 100.2 You can dig out your winter woolies as
Grootdraai Dam __ |Vaal River Photo |indicators | 349.6 102.6 103.1 96.2 well, because SAWS forecast a colder
Heyshope Dar?'\_ __. Assegaai River _Ptn_r:_ indicators _:1_153_ EO_B __10_1 (}___Brf than USUal winter fOI' us.
Inyaka Dam Marite River Photo |Indicators 123.7 87.0 86.5 87.3 .
|lericho Dam Mpama River Photo |Indicators 59.3 100.8 100.3 B85.0 Weather and C“mate’ as we knOW, have a
[Kiipkopjes Dam Wit River [Photo [indicators | 118 | 1002 1008 290 direct impact on fires. Extended rainfall
[kwena Dam Krokodil River [Photo indicators | 158.7 100.6 101.0 99.0 has galvanised vegetation growth and
Longmere Dam Wit River Photo |Indicators a3 101.1 101.6 101.7 Whlle it's Wet and green at the moment’ It
Loskop Dam Olifants River Photo .!ndicators 361 6. 101.5 102.6 97.5 will dry out qu|ck|y then become a fue|
Middelburg Dam Little Olifants River |Photo |Indicators 48.1 . 96.4 . 95.5 93.7 load hazard.
|Morgenstond Dam  |Ngwempisi River  |Photo |Indicators 100.0 99.9 99.5 B85.8 . .
Mooitgedacht Dam _[Komatl Rivar s e 1 e o e Cold weather means more fires lit for
Ohrigstad Dam Ohrigstad River  |Photo |Indicators 135 50.5 29.8 80.8 heating, especially in informal settlements.
[Primkop Dam Wit River Photo lindicators | 19 1009 1011 9ol L Allin all it is shaping up to be a busy fire
Rhenosterkop Dam  |Elands River Photo |Indicators 204.6 44.0 42.0 9.7 season with nature thrOWing in some
Vygeboom Dam Komati River Photo |Indicators 78.1 #101.5 101._4_ 100.5 Curved ba”S tO keep us on our toes.
Westoe Dam Usutu River Photo |Indicators 60.1 | 99.6 100.1 B8.3 .
Witbank Dam Olifants River Photo |Indicators 104.1 | 99.7 99.7 98.0 Please do what yOU can to prevent flrleS
.Wltkllp Dam Sand River .Photc .lndlcato"s 126 100.6 | 100.6 100.7 on your property’ our ground and aerlal

teams need all the support and help they
Total 2538.6 95.3 95.2 87.4 can get 2




Phase 2 Done and Dusted

Moving and renovations rank high up on the list of unpleasant, stressful experiences
for homeowners and it's no picnic (probably worst) for businesses. Which is why we
are giving a massive sigh of relief at the end of the Operations Centre and Dispatch
renovations and can look forward to starting the fire season in our shiny new premises.

\l o/

Three cheers for Terence de Klerk and his team from Second Generation Construction for
a job well done, LEFPA highly recommends them for their professional performance and
friendly service.
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A newsletter for Eskom Distribuson Customers

LimLanga Cluster

Eskom Connect

Andre Scheepers has provided us with
this easy to follow cut-out-and-keep sheet
to help members get in touch with Eskom.

Yeah, we know. Calling Eskom is right up
there with root canal treatment on your list
of favourite things to (not) do but some-
times you just have to bite the bullet and

How to contact Eskom pick up that phone.

in Mpumalanga

[ appucation (aurreo e cuaroor 07 €Al USe the A0, 4o ofto he web-
APPLICATION ALFRED THE CHATBOT . .. .
site, visit a customer service hub or step

MyEskom alfred.eskom.co.za/chatroom/ into the chatroom and start a conversation
o Comer A = swwemall  With Alfred the Chatbot. Yes, really.
’ - v up on We draw your attention to the bottom half
il Submit mater read of the connect sheet, detailing steps to

take and whom to contact if your issue is
not resolved or attended to within 48
https://esonline.eskom.co.za/ o \ hours.
ﬁ) This is a massive improvement in Eskom
\‘ 08600 37566 customer service and hopefully signals

better times to come when dealing with

When using these channels, please ensure that you include a valid account stand meter and or a

pole number to ensure effective service delivery. the power prOVider'
If your query has not been attended to within 48 hours, please follow the
Level | to Level 3 escalation process, citing your reference number, We’d I|ke to hear from members ut|I|S|ng
Ekangala & Gen Sibande Districts Ehkanzeni District know abOUt you r experlence N
Marieta Botha Lulama Zulu
013 853 6585

Bathal Hub | Teboge M rE:',,‘""“"* e 013 755 9933 / 082 562 8573 013 755 9201 / 083 367 5203
Mauku TP @eskom coza

Are we in for a treat and on the road for
efficient, friendly problem resolution?

[MLOWGF eskom. ooz Bothame@eskom co.za ZuluL@eskom co.za
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Customer Relations Manager Senior Manager: Customer Service

Jonathan Balol Matshabi Mokgatha

013 633 2506 / 083 721 3842 011 800 5616 / 079 503 4576 We're ho|d|ng thumbs for some good

BaloiPEe: coza MokgatMB@eskom coza

013262 7188
2 -
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3
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Gonaral Manager news.
ceza | |Collin Reddy

— |o11 800 4147 / 082 801 4050
Mpuasecac KEENQ@E‘! om coza

Level 3

Mational Executive Customer Care Team
011 BOO 4970 / 4206 / 3620
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Join Us at Nelspruit Airfield
B N The Board and Management of LEFPA invites members and non-

members to join us for the launch of 2022 winter fire season at the old
Nelspruit Airfield on the 27th May.

This is a double celebration as the new Operations Centre will open the
same day, we welcome visitors to see for themselves some of the behind-
the-scenes LEFPA work.

It's also your chance to join the Association and become compliant as per
the National Veld and Forest Fire Act 101 of 1998.

LEFPA is providing an opportunity for companies to market their fire

i protection and prevention related products and services directly to our
10“‘ lls at “Ie members at this event.

nlll “GlSIII'IIiI Ail'lllll'l If you would like to set up a display, please email lvina as soon as possible

as space is limited.
Guest speakers | Exhibitors Her email address is:

Fire Fighting Equipment  Fly by ERUQI@IE R
Refreshments | Beer Garden We look forward to

seeing you there!

Information: 0860 66 3473

www.lefpa.co.za

LOWVELD & ESCARPMENT FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION

Activities for the Month - May

o Get airstrips operational.

o Activate manual lookouts.

o Start using readiness checklist.

o Attend LEFPA meetings regularly.

o Prepare firebreaks around homesteads.

o Ensure all fire-related training is completed.

o Ensure all your roads are graded or slashed.

¢ Develop an all-risk prevention plan for each risk.

o Ensure that all-risk action plan is fully implemented.

¢ Burn open areas on rotational burning programmes.

¢ Issue Personal Protective Equipment to all your fire crews.

o Ensure your fire-fighting vehicles comply with LEFPA standards.

o Make sure that all staff are familiar with LEFPA’s response plan.

¢ Remind all your staff of the dangers of warming fires, smoking, etc.
e Commence firebreak burning (ensure Eskom servitudes are burnt).

Important Note:

¢ See attached 2022 Burning Prohibition Notice
¢ Basic Firefighting Training is available to LEFPA members. Interested parties can contact the LEFPA office.
o FDI weather emails and SMSs are available to LEFPA members; contact Ivina for more information.

o SUCCESS cannot be spelt without U. Attend and participate - we need your contribution!




